Autumn 1993

Chairman's Report

Welcome to the Autumn / Winter edition of Update where we hope you will find some future activity
or event which you will find of interest.

During the Spring/Autumn period a number of special club events were held and | think warrant a
mention, namely the Special Event station GB8WA and the visit to the Citadel in Liverpool.

As in the previous year GB8WA was housed in Perch Rock lighthouse, off New Brighton. This
years Special Event station was activated to commemorate the Battle of the Atlantic, (Western
Approach) which most locals will know was controlled for the major part of the Second World War
from within a Building in Liverpool.

Many helpful hands erected the aerials and transported the equipment to the lighthouse during low
tide on the Wednesday night. As a result the station was fully operational from early Thursday
morning through to late Sunday. By this time most of the operators had taken on a lethargic
appearance and, whilst operating standards remained fairly high throughout the period, some
classic bloomers were made on the air. To quote but one, which was made by yours truly, "The
name here is RON Romeo, Oscar, Bravo".

As in the previous year both HF stations had a constant pile up during daylight hours. This did
ease during the early hours of the morning but at no time was it necessary to put out a general
call. In summary; a great success with over 2000 stations contacted in some 87 countries. Thanks
to the very many stations for putting GBSWA on the air.

Some twenty club members visited the Battle of the Atlantic headquarters and operations rooms in
the city centre, which was organised by the club treasurer Gerry G8TRY. This turned out to be a
nostalgic and memorable occasion as one tends to forget the cramped conditions and noisy
unreliable equipment that was available during that era (only some of us forget, the others weren't
there to remember! -Ed).

A event that was not classified as a club activity was the trip to Friedrichshafen, Southern
Germany, by five of our club members, to visit the largest Ham Radio rally outside of the U.S.A.
The journey was made in a hired motor home equipped with a FT757 transceiver and mobile aerial
and a number of our members were contacted during the outward and return journey. This
adventure will be the subject of a talk with video and can be found listed in October's club
calendar.

Finally, the Great Egg Race IV was held recently in which the object was to construct an oscillator
and make it function in the VHF band. Five teams took part in the race of which two did not
complete the construction, two failed to function, (both had FET wiring errors). The final kit
constructed by the team of Paul GOJZP worked and was found to oscillate at a frequency of
174MHz (YES! Tortoise 1, Hare 0, -Ed) and was thereby declared the winner.

73 From your chairman, Ron G3HFA. Next Page



CLUB EVENTS for AUTUMN 1993

October

Oct. 6 D&W at Chimneys, Hooton.

Oct. 13 Talk - "HMS Plymouth” (To be confirmed)

Oct. 20 VISIT to Mersey Tunnel, 6.45 pm Wallasey entrance. Includes Wallasey and Georges Dock
Liverpool sites. Limited number. Contact Gerry G8TRY. Followed by
D&W at The Magazines, Wallasey.

Oct. 27 Talk - "The Friedrichshaven Adventure", Ron and the crew of German rally explorers.

November

Nov. 3 D&W at The Bridge Inn, Port Sunlight.

Nov. 10 Talk - "Microwaves", Mike Dixon G3PFR.

Nov. 17 D&W at The Saughall Massie Hotel.

Nov. 24 Home Construction Competition, Social & Presentations.

December

Dec. 1 D&W at The Ferry Hotel, Egremont.

Dec. 8 Talk (TBA)

Dec. 15 D&W at The Hotel Victoria, Lower Heswall.

Dec. 22 Chairmans Night. This years Chairmans surprise talk.
Dec. 29 D&W

January 1994

Jan.5 D&W .

Jan. 12 Annual General Meeting, 8pm at Irby C.C.
Jan. 19 D&W The Black Horse, Lower Heswall.
Jan. 26 Surplus Equipment & Junk Sale.

CONTETESTS - The club enters a number of contests through the year. The small team responsible for our success
would like your support, even if it only means calling in to give them a point. Contact Andy, G7HUD, for details.

QSL CARDS - Have you been sent any QSL cards for any of the clubs contest of special event stations? Experience
shows that distant operators often QSL to the wrong place. Pass them on to our QSL manager, Alan, GLXYP.
PUBLICITY - For further information on any of the above, contact our publicity manager, who is

Paul Robinson, GOJZP, 15, Cornelius Drive, Pensby, WIRRAL, Merseyside. L62 9PY. 051 648 5892.



